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a,b. g; c. 9 ad.. Pulo Tega, April 24, 1886. 

Met with on Pulo Tega in numbers during April 1886, 
but in the following year Mr. A. H. Everett sent a collector 
to that island, where he procured numbers of Pitta muelleri 
but no P. cyanoptera. When I visited the island there were 
no P. muelleri to be scen. This species must therefore be 
migratory. It is fairly plentiful in Labuan in some seasons ; 
at other times it is not to be met with. 

It frequents the ground and lower branches of trees in old 
forest, and is not so easy to shoot as might be imagined from 
its colouring, as it takes good care to keep its green back to 
the bird-collector. This spccies takes flight more often when 
alarmed than P. ussheri or any other species of this genus 
that I have met with. The note is a short whistle uttered 
sharply three times, the first note being the shrillest. 

Iris black; bill dark brown ; legs pale pink. ] 


193. PITTA MUELLERI. 

Pitta muelleri (Bp.) ; Salvad. t. c. p. 240; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 
1879, p 346; id. Ibis, 1879, p. 268; id. P. Z. S. 1881, p. 798; 
Scl. Cat. B. xiv. p. 439. 

a,b. 69 ad. Labuan, June 15, 1886. 
c. 9 juv. Labuan, January 5, 1885. 

[Fairly common in Labuan in certain months, and no 
doubt migrates at certain seasons to this island. Iris and 
bill black ; feet slaty grey. 

Native name for all species of Pitta “ Teung tana.”] 


[To be continued.] 


XLI.—Some Notes on, and Additions to, the Chinese 
Avifauna. By F. W. STYAN. 


Or the eleven species of Birds enumerated below, five, I 
believe, have not hitherto been met with in China, and the 
remaining six are recorded from localities showing an ex- 
tended range. I deal briefiy with them as it is my intention 
at an early date to treat more fully of the birds of central 
China, to which district most of these notes refer. 
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1. TROCHALOPTERUM CINEREICEPS, Styan. 

Since describing the first specimens from Yunnan (Ibis, 
1887, p. 166, pl. vi.), I have met with several caged birds 
in Shanghai, which had been taken among the hills behind 
Hangchow, Chekiang province. The figure in ‘ The Ibis’ was 
taken from a worn skin, avd shows ths central reetrices with 
the extremitics wholly black; they should be tipped with 
white, though less broadly than the outer feathers. 


2. Puy.ioscorus arrinis (Tickell). 

Two specimens obtained on the Lushan hills near Kiu- 
kiang on 29th and 30th October, at which date swarms of 
Willow Warblers and other migrants were collected there, 
on their way south. Hitherto the species does not appear to 
have been found east of Sechuen. 


3. ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA (Jerdon). 

This bird, as was to be expected, has turned up in China 
in summer, It is plentiful at Kiukiang, breeding among the 
recd-beds on the wet plains. A nest with four eggs was 
brought me in June, the former deep cup-shaped, suspended 
between three reeds, and formed entirely of dry grasses : 
the eggs Lave a pale greenish-blue ground mottled with grey 
and moss-brown. ‘This species remained as late as 12th 
October, when I shot one in very rich russet plumage newly 
assumed. 

Mr. H. H. Slater has kindly identified the species by com- 
parison with Indian skins. 


4, CETTIA rorTIPEs (Hodgson). 


This species is not confined, in China, to the southern 
provinces, but is very abundant throughout the Yangtse 
valley in summer. A few remain during the winter, as is 
also the case with C. canduriens and, possibly, with C. minuta, 
though I have not met with the last named later than 6th 
November. 


5. Parus venustuus, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1870, p. 1338. 
The range of this species is much wider than is generally 
known, Mr. De la Tonche has met with it in Fokien pro- 
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vince; Ihave a female from Pekin; and it is abundant at 
Kiukiang, though, being a bird easily passed by, I have only 
lately noticed it. 

In the adult males there is considerable variation in 
the amount of yellow in the nuchal patch, the broad stripe 
on the side of the head, and the spots on the wing-coverts. 
In some specimens these parts are almost pure white, in 
others they are strongly tinged with yellow. One bird has 
the rump-feathers tipped with greenish yellow. Two males 
not quite adult have the black of the head and throat broken, 
in the one case by yellow, and in the other by white spots. 

The fully adult female has the crown and sides of the head, 
and a broad moustache, pale blue-grey, throat dull white, 
broad stripe down side of head and neck dull white tinged with 
yellow in lower portion, nuchal patch ditto; back yellowish 
green, brighter on the rump, slightly washed with blue-grey 
across the shoulder and on the rump ; upper tail-coverts black, 
sometimes tipped with green. Wings and tail as in the 
male, but browner, and with yellow edgings to the primaries 
and rectrices instead of blue. Underparts below the throat 
bright yellow, washed with greenish ou the flanks. Younger 
females are much yellower, having no white throat and no 
blue-grey head, all the upper parts being dull greenish brown. 
The young male is probably similar. 


6. ANorTHURA FUMIGATA (Temm.). 

A specimen of this Wren, which appeared to be confined 
to the north of China and Japan, was shot last year at 
Shanghai and is now in the Museum there. 


7. Moracırta Grannis, Sharpe. 
I have received a single example of this Japanese species 
from Pekin; it is a typical adult with a white chin. 


8. EMBERIZA YESSOENSIS, 

Schenicola yessoensis, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1874, p. 161. 

I am unable to refer to Swinhoe’s original description of 
this bird, and therefore am not aware whether he noted its 
occurrence inChina*. It is not uncommon about Shanghai 
in winter, but does not, I think, remain to breed. One I 


* [Swinhoe described this species from Japanese (Hakodadi) specimens. 
—Ep. | 
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shot on 2nd November, evidently migrating, on asmall rocky 
islet off the coast, where its solitary companion was a Tar- 
siger cyanurus. 

A specimen killed at Shanghai on 28th February is in 
almost full plumage, the black throat being only slightly 
barred with white, and a few brown spots appearing in the 
crown, 


9. Pasror rosEUs (L.). 

A single immature specimen now in the Shanghai Museum 
was shot in the spring of 1888 at Shanghai. It was probably 
one of a flock, as the native who killed it would not be likely 
to fire at a single bird of this description. 

I am not aware whether there is more than onc species of 
Rose-coloured Starling known, and have no skins or books of 
reference to guide me, so may be wrong in attaching the name 
of the European species to this bird. 


10. Hatcyon coromanpna (Lath.). 

This southern specics, which occurs in Formosa, the 
Liuchiu Islands, and Japan, occasionally appears in China. 
A specimen in the Shanghai Museum was taken on an island 
at the mouth of the Yangtse; one was sent to the British 
Museum among a collection of birds made in Manchuria by 
Mr. H. E. M. James; and a native who knows birds well 
tells me he has met with it in the province of Kiangsi, 


11. Denprocyena savanica (Horsf.). 

A specimen in the Shanghai Museum was taken near 
Soochow last autumn. It is probably a very rare visitor to 
China, though the Nettapus coromandelianus comes in large 
numbers to breed in the Yangtse valley every year. 


XLII.—On the Genus Turnix. By W. R. OGILVIR-GRANT. 
(Plate XIV.) 

Tur twenty-two known species of the genus Turnix arc 

primarily divisible into a few groups which can be casily 

distinguished from one anotlier ; but to clearly define each 

of the several species included m these groups is by no 


